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New school construction 
opportunity for district
By Sam Lucas
Superintendent

Circleville City Schools will get an opportunity for some type of new school
construction similar to the programs at Teays Valley, Canal Winchester,
Hamilton Local, Westfall Local, Southeastern Ross, Chillicothe, Washington
Court House, Waverly, Amanda-Clearcreek Local, and many others across the
state of Ohio.

This opportunity will come from the Ohio School Facilities Commission (OSFC), a branch of the
state government. We believe the opportunity will arise within the next year and a half.

As a school district on track in improving our overall academic program, we welcome this oppor-
tunity for all of the students. Also, having previous experience with the building process, I personal-
ly know that any building program will require the input and participation of the entire communi-
ty. A successful project will require the school district and the community working together in har-
mony.

But we cannot get ahead of ourselves, as there is a large amount of work in reviewing and operat-
ing a school district construction program. We would become a partner with the Ohio School
Facilities Commission to provide a high-quality educational facility for our students.  Currently, the
OSFC would fund 42 cents on every dollar, leaving Circleville with the expense of 58 cents per dol-
lar.  Many districts in the program pursue approval of bond issues to fund such projects. Now, if that
funding scenario sounds like a big investment for our district, the money share amount has improved
considerably since 2003 when our district first looked into the program. (At that time, the shared
amount was 72 cents per dollar for the district and 28 cents per dollar for the state.) 

How does the state decide which districtÕs qualify for consideration for the program? Our school
district is currently ranked number 354 out of a total of 612 school districts. The district ranked
number one is considered the poorest and having the greatest need of new buildings, while number
612 is the wealthiest.

Before we even consider whether to pursue a bond issue, we will work very hard with our com-
munity to create a plan that is best for Circleville and our students who travel through our system.
We have already started to hold planning meetings, and we have selected a school planner to assist
us. The school district will be employing an architectural firm, which is required in the building con-
struction program. The architects will formulate and oversee the entire building process.

Please remember we are in the beginning stages of a great opportunity. Planning with the school
and community will require forming many committees and holding many meetings. We welcome
any and all interest and input from the community as we begin this journey. My hope is that we can
work together to create a positive program similar to other school districts who have already com-
pleted the process, and are seeing the academic fruits of their labors.

If you have any questions, or wish to be involved on project committees, please call me at (740)
474-4340.

Congratulations to the following students on their college acceptance (Row one): Drew Clanin to
Ohio Dominican University and the University of Dayton; Annamarie Uhl to Hocking College; Jessica
Kraft to Otterbein College; Nick Maloney to Hocking College.  (Row two) Tyler Puckett to Hocking
College; Dimitrios Spantithos to Otterbein College;  Andy White to Wright State University, Capital
University, and Youngstown State University, and Joe Lockard to Otterbein College.

Knowledge Bowl
team advances to
state finals

The Career Based Intervention Knowledge Bowl Team at
Circleville High School qualified for the state competition in Mount
Vernon on Friday, April 18th, by cruising to first place finishes at
both the local qualifier as well as the regional competition in
Chillicothe.

The team has its sights set on improving its 9th Place finish in
state competition last year.

Members of the team coached by Bob Lombardo and Keith
Downing are Brian Bloomfield, Jason Baker, Michael Otey, Willie
Hickey, Michael Hunter, Zach Sheets, Kandyce Stewart, A.J.
Spaulding, James Ratliff, Michael Giffin, Mikki Loar and Tim
VanGundy.

The Career Based Intervention Program is a satellite program of
Pickaway-Ross Career & Technology Center.

Brain Power Ð (Photo 1) Members of the Circleville Knowledge Bowl
team with coaches Bob Lombardo and Keith Downing. 

Math and science required 
for fastest-growing careers

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, ÒOccupational
Outlook Handbook,Ó 15 of the 20 fastest-growing careers of the
next decade require math and science proficiency. The fastest grow-
ing fields include network systems and data communications ana-
lysts, home healthcare providers, computer software engineers, med-
ical assistants, veterinarians and financial analysts, to name just a
few.

Though not all of these positions require four-year degrees, they
do require strong abilities in math and science. ACT recommends
students take a minimum of three years of math (Algebra I and high-
erÑnot including general math, business math or consumer math)
and at least three years of natural sciences (earth science, biology,
chemistry, physics, etc.)

Have your child consult the district counselor for suggestions on
classes to enhance your knowledge set.

Source: ACT News You Can Use
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