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Reality and fantasy fuse for 
Tech Prep Health students 
By Jeff Phillips
District Communications Consultant

(Note to readers: While the facts of the following article may seem
real, the event was not real. It was merely a drill designed to help
Pickaway County law enforcement, emergency response and medical
officials prepare for real-life situations. No high school students were
actually injured during the drill.)

The line between fantasy and reality blurred Dec. 12 for students
of Mindy FoxÕs Tech Prep Health class, who became willing ÒvictimsÓ
of a countywide disaster drill organized by Berger Health System.

Under the planned, scripted scenario, a man (portrayed by
Circleville Police Officer Scott Liston) stormed into the office of
Berger Hospice and shoots the front desk staff because he is dis-
traught after losing his wife to cancer. When he couldnÕt gain access
to the rest of the Hospice office, he continued his rampage at the
Berger Education Center where Pickaway-Ross Career &
Technology Center Tech Prep Health students were in class. 

The mock shooting saw five students and one police officer
ÒtaggedÓ as dead. Others sustained gunshot wounds or injuries try-
ing to escape. One student was able to call 911 for assistance, and
Circleville Police, Fire and EMS were notified. 

Law enforcement, rescue, and health system officials said the drill
accomplished its goal Ð law enforcement and rescue personnel
responded quickly and effectively to what could have been a volatile
situation. While police, rescue and hospital personnel were notified
of the drill, they were not given the details to avoid compromising
their response.

ÒIt was very lifelike and frightening. It brought 
to light the many things we need to be prepared 

for as a community.Ó 
- Linda Trimmer, supervisor of off-campus programs

for Pickaway-Ross and a drill observer

ÒWe were all overwhelmed,Ó Circleville Police Chief Wayne Gray
told the Circleville Heraldof the training exercise. ÒWe learned
thereÕs always something unexpected in any situation.Ó

The ÒunexpectedÓ in a seemingly chaotic situation was the fact
that there were actually two shooters, both of whom police subdued
quickly after rushing the building. 

EMS squads from across the county set up triage on site, and
actually transferred the student-actors to BergerÕs emergency room.
There, the observers and exercise evaluators watched the staff
respond to the pseudo emergency.

Getting Aid- Paramedics prepare to load a student into the ambulance
for transport to Berger Hospital.

Reality and fantasy continued...
Fox said she used the simulated disaster as an

educational opportunity for students learning to
enter the medical field. In the days leading up to
the drill, students learned about various gunshot
injuries and just how to Òact outÓ sustaining such
injuries. The morning of the drill, Fox used pros-
thetics and fake blood to prepare the students to
feign a variety of injuries.

Speaking with students prior to the drill, Gray
told them to create an atmosphere of panic and
confusion. Officer Liston (the shooter) also spoke
with the students to alleviate any fears about the
drill. Despite the forewarning, the sight of stu-
dents rushing from the scene, or laying and crying
out in various locations throughout the building
created an eerie, all-to-real atmosphere.

ÒIt was very lifelike and somewhat frighten-
ing,Ó said Linda Trimmer, supervisor of off-cam-
pus programs for Pickaway-Ross and a drill
observer. ÒIt brought to light the many things we
need to be prepared for as a community. The stu-
dents provided excellent victims because they
could provide detailed information about their
mock injuries.Ó

Gray said later he was impressed with the stu-
dentsÕ ÒactingÓ abilities, adding that he is hopeful
the community never has to deal with a situation
like this. 

ÒWe hope for the best, but drills like this help
us prepare for the worst,Ó he said.
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Third graders help others for holidays
Sister duet use musical skills to broaden appeal

By Tom Patterson
Principal, Nicholas Drive Elementary School

During the month of December the students and staff of Nicholas Drive Elementary School collected non-
perishable food items for the local food pantry. This school-wide project even reached out to people in neigh-
boring communities when two third graders from Nicholas, Avery and Bryce DeLong, hatched a plan to
attract even more donations.  

The school donated over 3,800 food items to the Circleville Food Pantry.

The DeLong sisters performed a violin duet at Grouse Nest Restaurant in Hocking Hills last Saturday
evening. Prior to their performance, the girls placed signs in their open violin cases asking for monetary dona-
tions that would benefit the Circleville Food Pantry. By the end of the evening, donations totaled $300, which
allowed the purchase of over 650 items. 

Avery and Bryce, along with their parents, spent the following afternoon shopping for the food pantry.   

In total, the school donated over 3,800 food items to the food pantry. ItÕs special people like Avery, Bryce,
and the students and staff of Nicholas Drive Elementary who make a difference in our community.

Making their move- Circleville Police storm the Berger
Education Center to apprehend shooters as part of a drill.

Getting ready - Tech Prep Health Instructor Mindy Fox
(R.) prepares one of her students for the emergency drill.

On the scene- Local police direct a student to safety.


